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Back at Headquarters

AND WE'RE 

STEAM

The Summer

olympics

are here...

RUNNING ON



STEM Resources for Teachers from Google
Lessons on the Olympic Games from Scholastic

Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning
Centers Grant Program | 2021 Summer Symposium

LTC: Ignite Creativity in your Chromebook
Classroom: 60+ Tools and Lessons to Spark

Creativity
LTC EdTechNext professional learning retreat in

Galena, IL (August 2-3, 2021)
ideaU Summer Institute (August 9-13,2021)

Earn 20+ PDHs
Early bird registration available through July 21

Make your own sidewalk chalk!

Use the Scientific Method in Art

Create a Snapchat geofilter for
your community

K-4

5-8

9-12

Educator's Corner
STEAM resources for in-person, hybrid, + remote learning, and

professional development 

Let off some STEAM with these fun
activities!

https://edu.google.com/teaching-resources/?topic=stem
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collections/teaching-content/get-ready-olympics/
https://web.cvent.com/event/6dfd89f4-d8a9-403f-9c4c-63c856479b14/summary?utm_term=&utm_name=&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_source=govdelivery
https://read.bookcreator.com/library/-M0woNm04yV7O_rR0Z8k/book/h1YaClm6RPaA3UqA3miCFQ
https://ltcillinois.org/events/edtechnext/
https://ideaillinois.org/ideaU/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/how-to-make-sidewalk-chalk
https://theartofeducation.edu/2016/02/22/use-scientific-method-art/
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/geofilter-guidelines


News & Events
PRESS RELEASE: 2021 Tech Prairie STEAM Expo at
the Illinois State Fair, Aug. 18-22 

"The National Science Foundation (NSF) Directorate for
Education and Human Resources (EHR) seeks to support bold,

ground-breaking, and potentially transformative projects
addressing systemic racism in STEM. Contexts may include, but

are not limited to: preK-12, two- and four-year undergraduate, and
graduate institutions; municipal organizations; STEM workplaces;

and informal STEM contexts, such as museums, community
organizations, and media. Full proposals are due July 13 and

October 12, 2021 and March 22, 2022."

Racial Equity in STEM Education (EHR Racial Equity)
Funding Opportunity from the National Science Foundation: Proposals Wanted

"Springfield, IL - The Illinois Department of Innovation &
Technology (DoIT) will debut the Tech Prairie STEAM Expo at
this year's Illinois State Fair. The event will provide fairgoers
with opportunities to experience the many ways Illinois is
advancing the areas of STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics).
Along with DoIT, the STEAM Expo is being presented by the
University of Illinois Extension 4-H, Illinois Innovation Network,
Learning Technology Center of Illinois and Illinois Digital
Educators Alliance (IDEA). The Expo will be held from August 

mHUB
LuxBlox
OSF Healthcare Jump Simulation Lab
Double Dutch Boom Bus Hip Hop Xpress
Illinois Innovation Network 
And many more!

18-22, 2021 in the Orr Building and will highlight Drone and Esports competitions, as well as
many innovations and emerging career and educational opportunities in STEAM fields
being advanced throughout the state."
Featured exhibitors include:

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?fbclid=IwAR1lH2Mw_pJhu7-Ee1__S1ha3Tv5FbtLCKMMdI1soLlRZuUN2G-udXQWEvM&pims_id=505910&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/doit-steam/Pages/2021-STEAM-Expo.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=23460
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=23460
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?fbclid=IwAR1lH2Mw_pJhu7-Ee1__S1ha3Tv5FbtLCKMMdI1soLlRZuUN2G-udXQWEvM&pims_id=505910&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?fbclid=IwAR1lH2Mw_pJhu7-Ee1__S1ha3Tv5FbtLCKMMdI1soLlRZuUN2G-udXQWEvM&pims_id=505910&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?fbclid=IwAR1lH2Mw_pJhu7-Ee1__S1ha3Tv5FbtLCKMMdI1soLlRZuUN2G-udXQWEvM&pims_id=505910&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://mhubchicago.com/
https://www.luxblox.com/
https://www.jumpsimulation.org/
https://publish.illinois.edu/hiphopxpress/
https://iin.uillinois.edu/
https://iin.uillinois.edu/
https://www2.illinois.gov/statefair/Pages/default.aspx


"Join us in our July IDEA Playground as we figure out ways
to incorporate playful learning into the new school year.
Listen or watch up to 6 pre-recorded sessions complete

with note taking doc for each video to collect your thoughts.
Collaborate with other learners in an online forum. Earn up

to 6 PDHs when you watch all six presentations. 
The Playground opens at 9am on Saturday, July 17 and

lasts until Saturday, July 31." 

Illinois Digital Educators Alliance (IDEA) July IDEA Playground

CS Discoveries (Grades 6-8)
July 19-23 at NIU Naperville Campus

CS Principles (Grades 9-12)
August 2-6 at Ridgewood High School in Norridge, IL

"With the recent enactment of Public Act 101-0654, Illinois schools will need to provide
developmentally appropriate opportunities for students to learn computer literacy skills and
intensive instruction in computer literacy as a graduation requirement starting 2022-23 SY.
Code.org, a national non-profit dedicated to increasing CS opportunities, provides free
curricular resources and lessons for all grade levels. To help new and experienced computer
science educators implement the curriculum, Code.org partners with the Learning
Technology Center to offer professional learning events. Participants learn how to teach
computer science and use the available curriculum. A limited number of scholarships are
available for this program."

Summer Computer Science
Professional Learning

Springfield, IL | Kidzeum July Reopening!
"Kidzeum's mission is to:  Create experiences of  learning and
discovery through play for  chi ldren of  al l  backgrounds and abi l i t ies."

"Kidzeum is committed to nurturing
health and wellness, promoting science
education, and to developing
environmental and global awareness
through innovative programs and
exhibits."

https://ideaillinois.org/event-4375902?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=7/24/2021
https://ltcillinois.org/services/computerscience/
https://ltcillinois.org/services/computerscience/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/101/PDF/101-0654.pdf
https://studio.code.org/courses?view=teacher
https://ltcillinois.org/
https://ltcillinois.org/
https://ltcillinois.org/services/computerscience/
https://kidzeum.org/


UIUC College of Education
Teaching Endorsement in

Computer Science
Illinois State University Teacher
Education in Computer Science

program
Northeastern Illinois University

Want to teach Computer Science?
Explore your options as a teacher to
earn your endorsement in Computer
Science. Several options around the

State of Illinois include:
 

TEACHING ENDORSEMENT IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Article by Internet 2: "Illinois Teacher Transports Students to
1962 with CAP Distance Learning Scholarship"

"Laurel Adams, a 6-12th grade
paraprofessional/facilitator at Palestine
High School in Illinois, was determined to
find ways to keep students engaged and
inspired during the pandemic. Since in-
person field trips were out of the
question, Adams sought out a new way
to take her students beyond the
classroom: a virtual simulation
experience through the Center for
Interactive Learning and Collaboration
(CILC).
As a recipient of the Internet2 Community Anchor Program Distance Learning
Scholarship and through her school’s connection to her state’s research and education
network, the Illinois Century Network, her classroom was able to participate in a Cuban
Missile Crisis Simulation program from the International Spy Museum in Washington,
DC." Read more of the article by clicking here.

https://education.illinois.edu/ci/programs-degrees/csted
https://tecs.illinoisstate.edu/resources/teachers/pathways/
https://catalog.neiu.edu/arts-sciences/computer-science/master-science-computer-science/
https://education.illinois.edu/ci/programs-degrees/csted
https://education.illinois.edu/ci/programs-degrees/csted
https://internet2.edu/illinois-teacher-transports-students-to-1962-with-cap-distance-learning-scholarship/
https://www.cilc.org/
https://internet2.edu/winners-announced-for-internet2-community-anchor-programs-distance-learning-scholarship/
https://internet2.edu/winners-announced-for-internet2-community-anchor-programs-distance-learning-scholarship/
https://www2.illinois.gov/icn/Pages/default.aspx
https://internet2.edu/illinois-teacher-transports-students-to-1962-with-cap-distance-learning-scholarship/


For rising 10th-12th graders | July 25th – 29th, 2021 | Seats still available!

Can you believe summer is halfway through? Organizations have STEAM-centric
K-12 summer camps still open for registration with in-person, virtual, or hybrid
models. Check out a few here or get inspired to research your area's
opportunities.

STEAM SUMMER CAMPSSTEAM SUMMER CAMPS

EXPLORING NUCLEAR, PLASMA, & RADIOLOGICAL ENGINEERING CAMP

"Nuclear, Plasma and Radiological
Engineering(NPRE) is a branch of
engineering with diverse and broad
applications –among them: the continued
safe and reliable use of fission reactors for
energy production, risk assessment and
analysis, plasma science and engineering for
materials processing, development of fusion
reactors for longer-term power generation,
and radiological sciences use of radiation
sources in areas such as national security
and medical imaging and treatment."

Northern Illinois University STEM Fest 2021 | Saturday, October 23
Never too early to save the date!  "The 2021 STEM Fest Celebration is in person at
the NIU DeKalb Campus on Saturday, October 23! We’re also planning special
STEM Fest virtual events throughout October. Sign up for our newsletter for
detailed updates."

https://www.niu.edu/stemfest/index.shtml
https://wyse.engineering.illinois.edu/summer-camps/exploring-npre/
https://www.niu.edu/stemfest/index.shtml
https://niu.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=14b6b99d0448635315db3bc17&id=c552b07e83


Have you ever thought about how
STEAM is integrated within the

Olympic Games? It's more present
than you'd think. Check out these

resources to learn more. 

"Whatever your teaching context, our educational
resources engage you and your students with art
and ideas from across eras and cultures. Be sure to
also explore the Art Institute’s collection to find
information about artworks and artists, high-quality
images, research tools, and scholarly publications
related to the museum’s global collection."
Feature | Thematic Curriculum: Art +Science

"Enjoy science? Love the national parks? Get involved
in citizen science! Citizen scientists work alongside
researchers to collect data and find answers to real-
world questions. They contribute valuable information
to help us manage parks. Get your hands dirty in the
field. Study important issues that affect parks. Gain
deeper knowledge about park resources. Ready to join
us? Explore citizen science projects and opportunities
in national parks."

STEAM Resource Spotlight
Educator Resources from the Art Institute of Chicago

STEAM and the Olympics

Connect your students with art no matter where learning is happening.

Headed to a National Park this summer? Be a citizen scientist!

Science of the Summer Olympics: Engineering in Sports
The Science of the Olympic Winter Games
4 STEM Activities That Bring the Olympics Into Your Classroom

https://www.artic.edu/learn-with-us/educators
https://www.artic.edu/collection
https://www.artic.edu/collection/resources/educator-resources/7-thematic-curriculum-art-science
https://www.artic.edu/learn-with-us/educators
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/citizenscience/index.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/summer_olympics/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/science-olympic-winter-games/#:~:text=Through%20interviews%20with%20athletes%2C%20coaches,with%20the%20National%20Science%20Foundation.
https://blog.eie.org/4-stem-activities-that-bring-the-olympics-into-your-classroom


"Arts foster scientific success" -Dr. Temple Grandin 
This series is dedicated to showing how art and creativity play a crucial role in
our society on its own and even within the STEM fields . There's a great deal of
artistry that goes into our favorite products and media we consume that make

our lives easier, or at least a bit more enjoyable, and teaches us valuable
lessons about history.

The 'A' in STEAMThe 'A' in STEAMThe 'A' in STEAM

The New York Times 
 "Peering Under Vermeers

Without Peeling Off the Paint:
High-tech scanning
techniques used by

geologists, planetary
scientists, drug companies

and the military are revealing
secrets of how artists

created their masterpieces."

In the newsIn the news

A different perspective:A different perspective:

Arts + Culture of the Olympic GamesArts + Culture of the Olympic Games
"Arts and culture have
long been part of the
Olympic programme. In
Ancient Greece, art and
sport were considered
perfect partners. The
ideal was to achieve
harmony by exercising
both the body and the
mind."

https://olympics.com/ioc/the-olympic-foundation-for-culture-and-heritage/arts-and-culture
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/science/vermeer-paintings-fakes-scans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/science/vermeer-paintings-fakes-scans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/science/vermeer-paintings-fakes-scans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/science/vermeer-paintings-fakes-scans.html
https://olympics.com/ioc/the-olympic-foundation-for-culture-and-heritage/arts-and-culture


Any links being provided are for educational purpose use only; they do not constitute an endorsement, approval, affiliation, sponsorship, or
partnership by the State of Illinois, Department of Innovation & Technology (DoIT) of any products, services or opinions of any of the linked
entities. The State of Illinois bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.
Contact the external site for answers to questions regarding its content. The State of Illinois reserves the right to add or remove the links

provided at any time without notice in its sole discretion and shall not be obliged to give a reason for doing so.

Please submit STEAM ideas, comments, questions,
or suggestions using our contact us form.

Follow DoIT on Twitter @IllinoisDoIT

www.illinois.gov/doit-steam

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/doit-steam/Pages/ContactUs.aspx
https://twitter.com/illinoisdoit
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/doit-steam/Pages/default.aspx

